The Bloody Assize
have gone near Sir Edmund, who was, indeed, a godly,
righteous and sober man. Moreover, lie was a tolerant
man, and acquainted with Edward Coleman and other
Catholic gentlemen. He was Justice of the Peace for
Middlesex and Westminster, and was accounted " the best
Justice of the Peace in England." A zealous Protestant,
educated at Westminster, Oxford, and Gray's Inn, he was
now a substantial wood and coal merchant in Hartshorn Lane,
Charing Cross. He took an active interest in the parish
affairs of St Martin?s-in-the-Fields, and during the Great
Plague he remained at his post in London, for which honour-
able service lie was knighted by the King in September 1666,
He was rightly beloved by Ms fellow-citizens, but being
rather deaf, did not go out much into Society. He is
described as a tall man walking with a stoop, his eyes on
the ground as if in deep thought. He was always soberly
dressed in dark clothes, with a lace collar, and wore a broad-
brimmed hat with a gold band to it. He was a citizen of
the type of Mr Allworthy or the good Mr Burchell, and was
the friend of men like Lord Chancellor North, Dr Lloyd,
and Bishop Burnet. It seems strange, indeed, that if Oates's
statement was but a mere lying invention, he should place
it in the hands of a gentleman of Godfrey's character,
Gates was now ordered to appear before the Council,
and in his examination he swore to two important matters,
Coleman's correspondence with Pere de la Chaise, as to
which he was right, and his own presence at a consult of
Jesuits on April 24th at the White Horse, which is alleged
not to be true. It is admitted that there was a consult of
Jesuits on April 24th, but that it took place at St James's
Palace, the residence of the Duke of York,
The only evidence of this seems to be a statement in
Sir John Reresby's Memoirs that James II. told him this
some five years later. Why James should be believed in
preference to Gates on any matter concerning the plot I
do not know. If there had not been a consult at the
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